[A study of Ureaplasma urealyticum pathogenicity in human genitourinary tract].
Ureaplasma urealyticum was investigated in urine from 765 outpatients who visited Jikei University Affiliated Hospital and Tokyo Metropolitan Taito Hospital from June, 1988 to December, 1989 in order to clarify the pathogenicity of U. urealyticum in human genitourinary tract. U. urealyticum in urine was detected by means of Taylor-Robinson's method. The positive rates of U. urealyticum were 31.5% in 146 patients with gonococcal urethritis, 33.8% in 334 patients with non-gonococcal urethritis, 17.5% in non-bacterial chronic prostatitis and 27.5% in the other patients without infectious diseases, respectively; no significant difference was seen among these groups. U. urealyticum was detected in the urine from 32.1% of the 28% patients who were younger than 12. However, U. urealyticum was detected in the urine from 5.6% of the 18 patients who were older than 70. Therefore, there was no relationship between the age and U. urealyticum-positive rate in urine. Furthermore, there was no relationship between the detection of U. urealyticum and the subjective and objective findings in the patients with urethritis before and after the treatment. From these results, it is presumed that U. urealyticum has no pathogenicity in human genitourinary tract.